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“If ye have not charity, ye are nothing.” As Latter-Day Saints striving to become like our Savior, this 
phrase ought to awaken within us a desire to know what charity truly is and how to obtain it. We 
will discuss the defining characteristics of charity, the connection of charity to the Atonement, and 
applications through which we may attain charity.

1.  Elder Robert J. Whetten, Ensign, May 1999, 30
2.  Elder Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, November 2000, 34
3.  1 Corinthians 13:1-8
4.  Moroni 7:44-48
5.  Moroni 8:16-17, 24-26
6.  Ether 12:33-34

Questions to consider:

1.  What is charity?
2.  What is the definition of charity?
3.  What are the attributes of charity?
4.  How does the definition of charity help us know and understand the attributes of charity?
5.  What is the difference between having charity and being charitable?
6.  Is charity something we do or is it something we are and become?
7.  What is the relationship between charity and the atonement?

a.  In considering the phrase, “if ye have not charity ye are nothing,” what is the one thing that we 
all must have in order to be something?

8.  How does one obtain charity? (Obtain: To come into the possession of; to procure; to get, acquire, 
or secure.)

9.  How does one attain charity? (Attain: To reach; to come to or arrive at, by motion, bodily exertion, 
or efforts towards a place or object; To gain; to compass; to achieve or accomplish, that is, to reach 
by efforts; without to following.)

10. How do we measure our efforts and progress in our attainment of charity?


